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SUBJECT: TODMAN VISIT: COURTESY POINTS 

REF: STATE 013677 

1. POLLOWING ARE SUGGESTED COURTESY POINTS POR USE WITH EACH 
PRINCIPAL APPOINTMENT. 

2. POREIGN MINISTER ROBERTO PALMA GALVEZ, WHO IS BOTH A LAWYER 
AND A CAREER ARMY OPFICER, HAS DEVOTED MUCH 

EPPORT TO BRING ABOUT A SETTLEMENT OP THE HONDURAN/EL SALVADOR 
BORDER DISPUTE. HE HAS ACQUIRED CONSIDERABLE EXPERTISE IN 
THE HISTORY OP THE DISPUTE, AND IS PLEASED WHEN HIS KNOWLEDGE 
IS RECOGNIZED. HE ACCOMPANIED THE CHILE OP STATE TO 
WASHINGTON LAST SEPTEMBER POR THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY 
SIGNING CEREMONIES AND MET THE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY VANCE 
AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN AT THAT TIME. PALMA WAS 
AN OBSERVOR TO THE PERMANENT COMMISSION OP THE CENTRAL 
AMERICAN DEFENSE COUNCIL IN GUATEMALA POR SEVERAL YEARS 
(1969-76), AND ENJOYS TALKING ABOUT GUATEMALA. HE HAS 
BEEN SEPARATED PROM HIS WIFE POR SOME TIME. 
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3. CHIEP OP STATE JUAN ALBERTO MELGAR CASTRO WAS VERY 
PLEASED WITH THE ATTENTION HE RECEIVED WHEN HE VISITED 
WASHINGTON (POR THE FIRST TIME) LAST SEPTEMBER TO ATTEND 
THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY SIGNING CEREMONIES, AND WAS 
VERY IMPRESSED WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. IN WASHINGTON, 

HE DEPOSITED HONDURAS INSTRUMENTS OP RATIPICATION OP THE 
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INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTION, AND 
ANNOUNCED (VIA A VOA INTERVIEW) A TIMETABLE FOR 
ELECTIONS AND A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY IN 1979. 
HUSKY AND ENERGETIC, MELGAR IS EOND OE SPORTS, 
PARTICULARLY SOCCER. HE TAKES CONSIDERABLE PRIDE IN 
THE ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF HIS (SECOND) WIFE, 
ALBA NORA GUNERA DE MELGAR CASTRO, AN EX-TEACHER. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, ON THE MORNING OF THE DAY OF YOUR 
CALL ON THE CHIEE OE STATE, THE HONDURAN CHAPTER OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN WOMEN'S COMMISSION WILL PRESENT 
MRS. MELGAR WITH A DIPLOMA HONORING HER FOR HER 
WORK AS PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL JUNTA EOR SOCIAL 
WELFARE, AND WE SUGGEST ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 
EXTEND HIS CONGRATULATIONS DURING HIS CALL. 

JARAMILLO 
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